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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR AUTOMATIC
DISABLE OF INPUT DEVICES

BACKGROUND

Some electronic devices (for example, alaptop, a tablet, or
anotebook style personal computer (PC)) have multiple input
devices available to the user. The most common input devices
are keyboard and pointing devices (for example, a mouse
and/or a touchpad). Recently, the pointing device landscape
has become more complex. In certain systems there are now
multiple input pads responsive to touch, for example, one for
finger touch (touchpad) and one for stylus touch (digitizer).
No matter the particular array of input devices provided, users
encountering electronic devices with multiple inputs may
inadvertently press or touch some input devices (for example,
unintentionally provide input through the touchpad or the
touchpad buttons). The result is inadvertent or errant input
that sometimes causes errors (for example, cursor activity
appearing on the screen that does not match the user’s expec-
tations or intentions).

BRIEF SUMMARY

In summary, one aspect provides an apparatus comprising:
one or more input devices; and one or more processors;
wherein, responsive to execution of computer readable pro-
gram code accessible to the one or more processors, the one or
more processors are configured to: ascertain inadvertent input
via the one or more input devices; responsive to inadvertent
input via the one or more input devices, disable one or more
of'the one or more input devices; and responsive to detecting
removal of the inadvertent input via the one or more input
devices, re-enable the one or more of the one or more input
devices previously disabled.

Another aspect provides a computer program product com-
prising: a computer readable storage medium having com-
puter readable program code embodied therewith, the com-
puter readable program code comprising: computer readable
program code configured to ascertain inadvertent input via
the one or more input devices; computer readable program
code configured to, responsive to inadvertent input via the one
or more input devices, disable one or more of the one or more
input devices; and computer readable program code config-
ured to, responsive to detecting removal of the inadvertent
input via the one or more input devices, re-enable the one or
more of the one or more input devices previously disabled.

A further aspect provides a method comprising: ascertain-
ing inadvertent input via one or more input devices of an
electronic device; responsive to ascertaining inadvertent
input via the one or more input devices, disabling one or more
of'the one or more input devices; and responsive to detecting
removal of the inadvertent input via the one or more input
devices, re-enabling the one or more of the one or more input
devices previously disabled.

The foregoing is a summary and thus may contain simpli-
fications, generalizations, and omissions of detail; conse-
quently, those skilled in the art will appreciate that the sum-
mary is illustrative only and is not intended to be in any way
limiting.

For a better understanding of the embodiments, together
with other and further features and advantages thereof, refer-
ence is made to the following description, taken in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings. The scope of the inven-
tion will be pointed out in the appended claims.

2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an example electronic device with mul-
5 tiple input devices.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example input filtering method.

FIG. 3 illustrates an example input filtering method.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example input filtering method.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example computer system.
10

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It will be readily understood that the components of the
embodiments, as generally described and illustrated in the
figures herein, may be arranged and designed in a wide vari-
ety of different configurations in addition to the described
example embodiments. Thus, the following more detailed
description of the example embodiments, as represented in
the figures, is not intended to limit the scope of the claims, but
20 is merely representative of those embodiments.

Reference throughout this specification to “one embodi-
ment” or “an embodiment™ (or the like) means that a particu-
lar feature, structure, or characteristic described in connec-
tion with the embodiment is included in at least one

25 embodiment. Thus, appearances of the phrases “in one
embodiment” or “in an embodiment” or the like in various
places throughout this specification are not necessarily all
referring to the same embodiment.

Furthermore, the described features, structures, or charac-

30 teristics may be combined in any suitable manner in one or
more embodiments. In the following description, numerous
specific details are provided to give a thorough understanding
of example embodiments. One skilled in the relevant art will
recognize, however, that aspects can be practiced without one

35 or more of the specific details, or with other methods, com-
ponents, materials, et cetera. In other instances, well-known
structures, materials, or operations are not shown or described
in detail to avoid obfuscation.

The inventors have recognized that conventional solutions

40 to inadvertent input problems essentially fall into two catego-
ries. The first involves manually turning off one of the input
devices (for example, pressing Fn.+F8 keys). This is often an
impractical solution for the user, as many times the user
wishes to quickly switch back and forth between the input

45 devices to complete a task. The second solution involves
using a “palmcheck” filter that filters out potentially inadvert-
ent contacts based on the size of the contact. The palmcheck
filter ignores (filters out) inputs that are deemed too large to be
caused by finger contact (a palm contact has a much larger

50 imprint area than a finger tip contact on a touchpad).

Moreover, the inventors have recognized that larger, flush
touchpad devices increase the potential for inadvertent con-
tact with the touchpad. This situation creates inadvertent
pointer movement, area selection, and/or scrolling via the

55 touchpad contact. Inadvertent contacts may include but are
not limited to: hands touching sides of a touchpad area while
typing; hands touching sides of a touchpad area while oper-
ating a pointing stick/stylus/pen; brushing the sides of a
touchpad area when moving hands across clamshell-style

60 cover of a notebook computer; and tapping of the top area of

a touchpad while using the buttons associated to a pointing

stick.

The inventors have recognized that palmcheck and other
conventional filters, such as those configured to ignore touch-

5 pad input while keyboard or pointing stick input is detected

(typing/stick filters), are inadequate to address the certain

problematic use contexts. One reason is that these filters tend

—_
w
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to involve a timing component such that the filter is only
active for a predetermined time and, responsive to the prede-
termined time expiring, the input device (for example, a
touchpad) is re-enabled.

Accordingly, the inventors have recognized a need for
improved techniques for filtering inadvertent contact, such as
input with a touch pad. This is particularly true for pointing
stick users who use a dual-point system, but rarely use the
touchpad intentionally. For instance, while reading or think-
ing, a user may hold his/her hand position longer than a
specified idle time, which can cause a lapse in the effective-
ness of the conventional filter(s).

Embodiments therefore provide systems, methods, appa-
ratuses and computer program products configured to provide
intelligent filtering techniques to reduce errant inputs.
Example embodiments are described herein with specific
reference to filtering out inadvertent/unintentional/errant
touchpad inputs; however, those having ordinary skill in the
art will recognize that filtering of other input device(s) can be
implemented consistent with the example embodiments
described herein.

Embodiments are configured to ignore the data from the
touch pad (for example, tapping, cursor movement, gestures,
and/or scroll) while typing the keyboard or operating with a
pointing stick, even if the touch pad is sensing contact (for
example, by palm or fingers). Embodiments further continue
ignoring the data from the touchpad until the contact on the
touchpad ends (for example, the data is ignored until the user
lifts his/her palm or fingers from the touchpad, removing the
touchpad input). Effectively, this intelligently erases any time
component related to the filter(s). Certain embodiments
optionally invoke a “starting zone” requirement (discussed
further herein) to re-enable full touchpad support. Certain
embodiments furthermore utilize stored information such
that if repeated errant input is detected, for example a starting
zone requirement is not being met, according to a predeter-
mined threshold, the system is configured to assume these
user is preferentially not utilizing the touchpad. Thus, the
system is configured to implement a hard disable of the touch-
pad, leaving the touchpad disabled (for example until manual
intervention reactivates the touchpad).

The illustrated example embodiments will be best under-
stood by reference to the figures. The following description is
intended only by way of example, and simply illustrates cer-
tain example embodiments.

Referring to FIG. 1, an example electronic device 100
having multiple input devices (103-106) is illustrated. The
example electronic device 100 is a laptop PC; however, as will
be readily apparent to one having ordinary skill in the art, the
example embodiments discussed herein are equally appli-
cable to a variety of other electronic devices, such as note-
book computers, tablet computers, smart phones, and the like.

The laptop PC 100 illustrated in FIG. 1 includes a display
screen 102 and a keyboard 103. Moreover, included is a
touchpad device (and associated buttons) 104 as well as a
digitizer 105 that can be used in conjunction with a stylus/pen
106. The user can provide inputs to the laptop PC 100 through
any of these input devices.

As an example use case illustrative of certain embodi-
ments, consider a scenario where a user is browsing the Inter-
net and happens upon a web page of particular interest and
pauses for some significant amount of time (for example, five
or ten minutes) to read the contents of the web page. The user
may choose to scroll down the web page to view the remain-
ing contents, for example by using a down arrow key of the
keyboard 103. While reading and/or scrolling, the user may
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4

inadvertently rest his or her palm or finger(s) on the touchpad
104, providing an inadvertent touchpad input.

As discussed herein, such inadvertent touchpad input may
be filtered out using a palmcheck style filter; however, such
filters have a timing mechanism whereby the filter is turned
off after a predetermined time. In the use scenario described,
the user may continue to inadvertently provide input via the
touchpad while continuing to read the contents of the web
page. In such a case, conventional filters will fail to
adequately filter continued inadvertent touchpad input.

Referring to FIG. 2, an example method for filtering con-
tinued, inadvertent touchpad inputs is illustrated. The system
detects inputs 210 from one or more of the input devices. A
first determination 220 is made to ascertain if errant input is
being provided, such as by detecting multiple input devices
are being used. If yes, embodiments are configured to filter
230 one or more of the input devices, as for example input
detected from multiple input devices is indicative of inadvert-
ent input. Otherwise, input is not deemed inadvertent and
there is no need to provide a filter.

While any of a variety of methods can be utilized to detect
inadvertent input (for example, detecting palm input, detect-
ing input outside of a predetermined “start zone”, and the
like), the described detection of multiple input devices being
utilized is illustrative. A simple prioritization scheme can be
used in such a case. Thus, while any of a variety of detection
schemes and/or input filters can be applied, certain embodi-
ments apply a prioritization filter, wherein certain input
devices (for example, the keyboard 103) are prioritized over
others (for example, the touchpad 104). Thus, in the scenario
where keyboard input and touchpad input are detected at the
same (or nearly the same) time, the keyboard input is utilized
and the touchpad input is filtered out according to the priority
scheme employed.

Referring again to the example use case of the user pausing
to read the contents of a web page while scrolling with an
arrow key of the keyboard 103, a continued touch pad input
may cause difficulties for conventional filtering programs. As
such, embodiments are configured to additionally detect the
removal of touchpad input 240, such as by a user removing his
or her hand/fingers/palm from the touchpad such that the
touchpad input ceases. If the touchpad input is removed, the
touchpad is re-enabled 250. Otherwise, embodiments are
configured to maintain the filter to combat continued, inad-
vertent touchpad input.

Referring to FIG. 3, an example method of employing a
hard disable of the touchpad is illustrated. A hard disable is
defined as a semi-permanent disablement of the touchpad
such that a manual intervention (for example, opening an
application and changing a setting to re-enable or requiring a
combined key press to re-enable) is required to re-enable the
touchpad. This may be referred to herein as a “permanent”
disablement of the touchpad; however, those having ordinary
skill in the art will understand that this means semi-perma-
nent, as discussed herein.

Similar to the flow illustrated in FIG. 2, the system detects
inputs 310 from one or more of the input devices. A first
determination 320 is made to ascertain if multiple input
devices are being used. If yes, embodiments are configured to
filter 330 one or more of the input devices, as input detected
from multiple input devices is indicative of inadvertent input.
Otherwise, input is not deemed inadvertent and there is no
need to provide a filter. Again, any of a variety of detection
schemes/filters can be applied.

Referring again to the example use case of the user pausing
to read the contents of a web page while scrolling with an
arrow key of the keyboard 103, a continued touch pad input
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may cause difficulties for conventional filtering programs. As
such, embodiments are configured to detect the removal of
touchpad input 340, such as by a user removing his or her
hand from the touchpad and touchpad input ceasing. If the
touchpad input is removed, the touchpad is re-enabled 350.
Otherwise, embodiments are configured to maintain the filter
to combat continued, inadvertent touchpad input. Subsequent
to re-enabling the touchpad 350, however, certain embodi-
ments are configured to increment a counter 360 to track
pattern(s) of usage of the input devices. Ifit is determined that
the counter exceeds a threshold value 370, a hard disable of
the touchpad can be implemented 380. Otherwise, the system
can continue to filter inputs as previously described herein.

The hard disable can be useful in a variety of contexts. For
example, it may frequently occur that the user does not inten-
tionally provide touchpad input but frequently provides inad-
vertent touchpad input. In such a scenario, the counter can be
employed to disable the touchpad such that the filtering
mechanism has proactively disabled the touchpad in such a
way that if the user should want to use the touchpad, a manual
intervention is required to re-enable the touchpad. The
counter can be configured as desired and/or set to a multitude
of default settings. For example, the counter can simply count
up to a predetermined threshold, count to a predetermined
threshold within a predetermined time period (for example,
several minutes), or count to a predetermined threshold
within a certain use context (for example, beginning at start
up or log in). Thus, the counter simply needs to perform a
tracking function useful for determining repeated inadvertent
inputs such that a hard disable is desirably implemented.

Referring to FIG. 4, similar to the flows illustrated in FIGS.
2-3, the system detects inputs 410 from one or more of the
input devices. A first determination 420 is made to ascertain if
multiple input devices are being used. If yes, embodiments
are configured to filter 430 one or more of the input devices,
as input detected from multiple input devices is indicative of
inadvertent input. Otherwise, input is not deemed inadvertent
and there is no need to provide a filter. Again, any of a variety
of detection schemes/filters can be applied.

Referring again to the example use case of the user pausing
to read the contents of a web page while scrolling with an
arrow key of the keyboard 103, a continued touch pad input
may cause difficulties for conventional filtering programs. As
such, embodiments are configured to detect the removal of
touchpad input 440, such as by a user removing his or her
hand from the touchpad and touchpad input ceasing. If the
touchpad input is removed, the touchpad is re-enabled 450.

In certain embodiments, if a touch pad input is detected
460, it is determined if a start zone is used 460a. In FIG. 4 this
is illustrated subsequent to re-enabling the touchpad; how-
ever, this is by no means a requirement. A start Zone is an area
of the touchpad (for example, a central area) considered
indicative of intended touchpad input. If the start zone has not
been used, embodiments are configured to increment a
counter 4605 to track pattern of usage of the input devices. In
this case, the tracking counter indicates touchpad input
detected but failure to properly use the start zone. This is
indicative of unintended touchpad input, which triggers fil-
tering of that input.

Repeated incidents of unintended touchpad input is indica-
tive of a user that may not wish to have the touchpad enabled.
Thus, if it is determined that the counter exceeds a threshold
value 470, a hard disable of the touchpad can be implemented
480. Otherwise, the system can continue to filter inputs as
described herein.

To briefly recap, embodiments are configured to automati-
cally filter inadvertent inputs to an electronic device. Certain
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6

embodiments provide filtering of inadvertent inputs from an
input device determined to be providing inadvertent inputs
until such inadvertent input has ceased. Moreover, certain
embodiments provide intelligent filtering, such that repetitive
inadvertent inputs are taken as a clue to provide a more
permanent (or semi-permanent) filtering, such as disabling a
touchpad entirely (until the user provides some manual inter-
vention to re-enable the touchpad).

It will be understood by those having ordinary skill in the
art that the embodiments can be implemented with electronic
devices having appropriately configured circuitry, such as a
desktop or laptop computer system, notebook and tablet com-
puter systems, smart phones, and the like. A non-limiting
example of a computer system is described below.

The term “circuit” or “circuitry” as used herein includes all
levels of available integration, for example, from discrete
logic circuits to the highest level of circuit integration such as
VLS, and includes programmable logic components pro-
grammed to perform the functions of an embodiment as well
as general-purpose or special-purpose processors pro-
grammed with instructions to perform those functions.

While various other circuits or circuitry may be utilized,
FIG. 5 depicts a block diagram of one example of a computer
system and circuitry. The system may be a desktop computer
system, such as one of the ThinkCentre® or ThinkPad®
series of personal computers sold by Lenovo (US) Inc. of
Morrisville, N.C., or a workstation computer, such as the
ThinkStation®, which are sold by Lenovo (US) Inc. of Mor-
risville, N.C.; however, as apparent from the description
herein, a client device, a server or other machine may include
other features or only some of the features of the system
illustrated in FIG. 5.

The computer system of FIG. 5 includes a so-called chipset
110 (a group of integrated circuits, or chips, that work
together, chipsets) with an architecture that may vary depend-
ing on manufacturer (for example, INTEL®, AMD®, etc.).
The architecture of the chipset 110 includes a core and
memory control group 120 and an I/O controller hub 150 that
exchange information (for example, data, signals, com-
mands, et cetera) via a direct management interface (DMI)
142 or a link controller 144. In FIG. 5, the DMI 142 is a
chip-to-chip interface (sometimes referred to as being a link
between a “northbridge” and a “southbridge”). The core and
memory control group 120 include one or more processors
122 (for example, single or multi-core) and a memory con-
troller hub 126 that exchange information via a front side bus
(FSB) 124; noting that components of the group 120 may be
integrated in a chip that supplants the conventional “north-
bridge” style architecture.

In FIG. 5, the memory controller hub 126 interfaces with
memory 140 (for example, to provide support for a type of
RAM that may be referred to as “system memory”). The
memory controller hub 126 further includes a LVDS interface
132 for a display device 192 (for example, a CRT, a flat panel,
a projector, et cetera). A block 138 includes some technolo-
gies that may be supported via the LVDS interface 132 (for
example, serial digital video, HDMI/DVI, display port). The
memory controller hub 126 also includes a PCI-express inter-
face (PCI-E) 134 that may support discrete graphics 136.

In FIG. 5, the I/O hub controller 150 includes a SATA
interface 151 (for example, for HDDs, SDDs, et cetera), a
PCI-E interface 152 (for example, for wireless connections
182),a USB interface 153 (for example, for input devices 184
such as keyboard, mice, cameras, phones, storage, et cetera.),
a network interface 154 (for example, LAN), a GPIO inter-
face 155, a LPC interface 170 (for ASICs 171, a TPM 172, a
super 1/O 173, a firmware hub 174, BIOS support 175 as well
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as various types of memory 176 such as ROM 177, Flash 178,
and NVRAM 179), a power management interface 161, a
clock generator interface 162, an audio interface 163 (for
example, for speakers 194), a TCO interface 164, a system
management bus interface 165, and SPI Flash 166, which can
include BIOS 168 and boot code 190. The I/O hub controller
150 may include gigabit Ethernet support.

The system, upon power on, may be configured to execute
boot code 190 for the BIOS 168, as stored within the SPI
Flash 166, and thereafter processes data under the control of
one or more operating systems and application software (for
example, stored in system memory 140). An operating system
may be stored in any of a variety oflocations and accessed, for
example, according to instructions of the BIOS 168. As
described herein, a device may include fewer or more features
than shown in the system of FIG. 5.

Furthermore, embodiments may take the form of a com-
puter program product embodied in one or more computer
readable medium(s) having computer readable program code
embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable medi-
um(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium may
be a computer readable signal medium or a computer read-
able storage medium. A computer readable storage medium
may be, for example, but not limited to, an electronic, mag-
netic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor
system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combination of
the foregoing. More specific examples of the computer read-
able storage medium would include the following: an electri-
cal connection having one or more wires, a portable computer
diskette, a hard disk, a random access memory (RAM), a
read-only memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-
only memory (EPROM or Flash memory), an optical fiber, a
portable compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), an
optical storage device, a magnetic storage device, or any
suitable combination of the foregoing. In the context of this
document, a computer readable storage medium may be any
tangible medium that can contain, or store a program for use
by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations may
be written in any combination of one or more programming
languages (including an object oriented programming lan-
guage such as Java™, Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conven-
tional procedural programming languages, such as the “C”
programming language or similar programming languages).
The program code may execute entirely on the user’s com-
puter (device), partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-alone
software package, partly on the user’s computer and partly on
a remote computer or entirely on the remote computer or
server. In the latter scenario, the remote computer may be
connected to the user’s computer through any type of net-
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work, including a local area network (LAN) or a wide area
network (WAN), or the connection may be made to an exter-
nal computer (for example, through the Internet using an
Internet Service Provider).

Embodiments are described herein with reference to flow-
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams of methods, appa-
ratus (systems) and computer program products. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/
or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flow-
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer program instructions. These computer
program instructions may be provided to a processor of a
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other
programmable data processing apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored in the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

This disclosure has been presented for purposes of illus-
tration and description but is not intended to be exhaustive or
limiting. Many modifications and variations will be apparent
to those of ordinary skill in the art. The embodiments were
chosen and described in order to explain principles and prac-
tical application, and to enable others of ordinary skill in the
artto understand the disclosure for various embodiments with
various modifications as are suited to the particular use con-
templated.

Although illustrative embodiments have been described
herein with reference to the accompanying drawings, it is to
be understood that the embodiments are not limited to those
precise descriptions, and that various other changes and
modifications may be affected therein by one skilled in the art
without departing from the scope or spirit of the disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

two or more input devices of a laptop, the two or more input
devices including a touch pad and an input device
located proximate to the touch pad; and

one or more processors;

wherein, responsive to execution of computer readable
program code accessible to the one or more processors,
the one or more processors:

ascertain multiple inputs from the two or more input
devices;

ascertain inadvertent input via one of the two or more input
devices, including sensing input via the touchpad while
sensing input from the input device located proximate to
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the touch pad, wherein sensing input via the touchpad is
other than sensing inadvertent input with a palm check
filter;

responsive to ascertaining inadvertent input via the one of
the two or more input devices, disable one or more of the
two or more input devices, wherein all input via the
touch pad is filtered out according to a prioritization
scheme that prioritizes non-touchpad over touch pad
input, wherein said non-touchpad input is treated as
prioritized input; and

responsive to detecting removal of the inadvertent input via
the one of the two or more input devices, automatically
re-enable the input device previously disabled.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein to ascertain
inadvertent input comprises ascertaining inadvertent input
via the touchpad when ascertaining multiple inputs.

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the one or
more processors determine if a start zone has been used.

4. The apparatus according to claim 3, wherein responsive
to determining the start zone has not been used, implementing
a hard disable of the touchpad.

5. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the one or
more processors increment a counter responsive to ascertain-
ing the inadvertent input.

6. The apparatus according to claim 5, wherein the one or
more processors implement a hard disable if the counter
exceeds a predetermined threshold.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein input via the touch pad
includes one or more of a palm input, a finger input, and a
stylus input.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the inadvertent input
is any of a stylus input and a finger input.

9. A computer program product comprising:

a computer readable storage device having computer read-
able program code embodied therewith, the computer
readable program code being executable by a processor
and comprising:

computer readable program code that ascertains multiple
inputs from two or more input devices of a laptop, the
two or more input devices including a touch pad and an
input device located proximate to the touch pad;

computer readable program code that ascertains inadvert-
ent input via one of the two or more input devices,
including sensing input via the touchpad while sensing
input from the input device located proximate to the
touch pad, wherein sensing input via the touchpad is
other than sensing inadvertent input with a palm check
filter;

computer readable program code that, responsive to ascer-
taining inadvertent input via the one of the two or more
input devices, disables one or more of the two or more
input devices, wherein all input via the touch pad is
filtered out according to a prioritization scheme that
prioritizes non-touchpad over touch pad input, wherein
said non-touchpad input is treated as prioritized input;
and

computer readable program code that, responsive to detect-
ing removal of the inadvertent input via the one of the

10

35

40

45

50

55

10

two or more input devices, automatically re-enables the
input device previously disabled.

10. The computer program product according to claim 9,
wherein the two or more input devices include at least a
keyboard located on a surface and being situated proximate to
a location of the surface containing the touchpad.

11. The computer program product according to claim 10,
wherein the one of the two or more input devices providing
inadvertent input is the touchpad.

12. The computer program product according to claim 9,
wherein the inadvertent input is touchpad input.

13. The computer program product according to claim 9,
wherein the computer readable program code further com-
prises computer readable program code that determines if a
start zone has been used.

14. The computer program product according to claim 13,
wherein the computer readable program code further com-
prises computer readable program code that, responsive to
determining the start zone has not been used, implements a
hard disable of a touchpad.

15. The computer program product according to claim 9,
wherein the computer readable program code further com-
prises computer readable program code that increments a
counter responsive to ascertaining the inadvertent input.

16. The computer program product according to claim 15,
wherein the computer readable program code further com-
prises computer readable program code that implements a
hard disable if the counter exceeds a predetermined threshold.

17. A method comprising:

ascertaining multiple inputs from two or more input

devices ofalaptop, the two or more input devices includ-
ing a touch pad and an input device located proximate to
the touch pad;

ascertaining inadvertent input via one of the two or more

input devices, including sensing input via the touchpad
while sensing input from the input device located proxi-
mate to the touch pad, wherein sensing input via the
touchpad is other than sensing inadvertent input with a
palm check filter;

responsive to ascertaining inadvertent input via the one of

the two or more input devices, disabling one or more of
the two or more input devices, wherein all input via the
touch pad is filtered out according to a prioritization
scheme that prioritizes non-touchpad over touch pad
input, wherein said non-touchpad input is treated as
prioritized input; and

responsive to detecting removal of the inadvertent input via

the one of the two or more input devices, automatically
re-enabling the input device previously disabled.

18. The method according to claim 17, wherein the two or
more input devices include at least a keyboard located on a
surface and being situated proximate to a location of the
surface containing the touchpad.

19. The method according to claim 18, wherein the one of
the two or more input devices providing inadvertent input is
the touchpad.



